
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1EAST REGION HOCKEY ASSOCIATION [ERHA] INDOOR COMPETITIONS

REGULATIONS – 2011/12 

1
AUTHORITY

1.1 
The tournaments shall be called 

[1] PREMIER QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT FOR THE NATIONAL INDOOR LEAGUE  

[2] THE EAST INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT

[3] EAST DEVELOPMENT LEAGUES.

These tournaments are referred to in these regulations as the ‘ERHA Indoor Tournaments’ or ‘Competitions’, or simply as ‘the tournaments’.
1.2
The Rules of Indoor Hockey, including any experimental rule changes approved by England Hockey for use in competitions, shall be observed except as herein provided.

1.3
The Disciplinary Code of England Hockey shall be applied at all the tournaments.

1.4
Binding force of the regulations - Each team, by its entry into and participation in the tournaments, shall be deemed to have given its consent to abide by the regulations and the Player Code of Conduct.  Each team shall be deemed to have agreed to abide by the decisions of the ERHA Indoor Working Group in relation to these regulations or any matter not covered in these regulations and any penalty or sanction it may see fit to impose.  The ERHA Indoor Working Group reserves the right to amend or depart from the regulations set out here if they feel that it is in the interests of fairness or of indoor hockey to do so.

2
LIAISON

2.1
Each participating team must appoint a Liaison Officer who must be freely available to the ERHA Indoor Working Group at all times by the usual channels of communication.  The name, address, telephone/fax numbers and email address of the Liaison Office must be advised to the ERHA.

2.2
The ERHA must be notified immediately of any change to the details of the Liaison Officer.

3
ELIGIBILITY

3.1 
All teams participating in the tournaments shall by the due date complete & return the entry form.

3.2
All teams participating in the tournaments shall, by the due dates, pay the following:

3.2.1.
England Hockey club affiliation fees

3.2.2.
Region and County affiliation fees

3.2.3.
ERHA Indoor Tournament entry fees.

3.3
The Qualifying tournament for the National Indoor League shall be open to ONE men’s team and ONE women’s team from any affiliated club in the East Region (not already playing in the England Hockey Indoor League).

3.4
No team may alter its title, nor incorporate any part of a sponsor’s name therein, without the prior permission of the ERHA Indoor Working Group.

4
PLAYERS

4.1
Only bona-fide members of teams entered in the ERHA indoor tournaments shall be entitled to play in these tournaments.  Such players must comply with all the regulations set out below.

4.1.1
No player shall represent more than one team in any season in the tournaments or any  

          
qualifying competition.
4.1.2
For the purpose of these regulations a season is defined as from 1 September in any one 

            year to 31 August in the following year, both dates inclusive.
4.1.3
No player who has previously played indoor hockey during the current season for another team or club in any other country affiliated to the FIH may be registered for a team entered into the tournaments.

4.1.4
For each player not registered for the Club in their outdoor league a registration form must be completed and signed by the player concerned. A representative of the player’s club must countersign this if that club is also participating in the ERHA indoor tournaments.  This must be received with the teamsheet and by the same deadline.

4.1.5
For the purpose of the tournaments, no club may register more than one player who does not:  


[1] hold a European Union or UK passport, or 


[2] have a permanent right of abode, or indefinite leave to remain, as defined by Sections 1 and 2 of the Immigration Act 1971 (as amended from time to time) or


[3] hold a current work permit, as defined by the Immigration Act 1971, or a Certificate of Sponsorship under Tier 2 or Tier 5 of the UK Border Agency Points Based System for migrants, from the club he/she is registered for as a hockey player or player coach in the United Kingdom and hold a passport for a country with whom the European Union has an agreement containing provisions prohibiting discrimination in employment or 


[4] hold a current valid Ancestry Visa for a right to remain in the United Kingdom in addition to a bona fide contract of employment, as a hockey player or player/coach, with the club for whom they are registered.  (If you require further information regarding “Right of Abode” it may be found on the Home Office webiste www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk and search for “right of abode”).

4.1.6
A player eligible to hold a passport of a European Union state will be treated for the regulations as if they did hold such a passport provided they can prove their eligibility to the satisfaction of the ERHA Indoor Working Group.

4.1.7
Players from the Isle of Man, Channel Islands and Gibraltar, together with those holding a dual passport eligibility where one such eligibility is that of a European Union member state, will be considered to have no limitation as to their ability to be registered.

4.1.8
No more than two players, who have played Saturday outdoor league hockey for another club during the same season, may be registered by a team for the tournaments.

4.1.9
As an exception to 4.1.8, any Single Service side (RAF, Army or Royal Navy) may only field players who are currently serving members of the relevant single service.  These players may have played in a Saturday outdoor league hockey match for another club during the same season.

4.2
No registration lists will be issued. The onus is on the club concerned to check with the ERHA Indoor Working Group that all relevant forms have been received and that all players are eligible.

4.3 
The onus of proof regarding eligibility is on the registering team.  The ERHA Indoor Working Group shall decide any dispute regarding eligibility and shall be entitled to request such written or oral evidence as it considers necessary.

4.4
Each team must submit TWO WEEKS BEFORE THEIR EAST INDOOR COMPETITION a copy of its teamsheet to Brian Perks, 140 Westerfield Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP4 3AF.

5      THE COMPETITION

[1]  Premier Qualifying Tournament for the National Indoor League

[2]  East Indoor Championship Tournament

[3]  East Development Leagues


5.1
The Men’s and Women’s Qualifying Tournament shall be determined by the number of teams entering and the format will be decided by the East Indoor Working Group, as too will the ERHA Indoor Championship Tournament.

5.2      The winners of the qualifying tournaments (minimum of one men’s, one women’s team) will qualify for the EHL Indoor League Division 2 North or South.


The winners of the ERHA Indoor Championship Tournament (men and women) shall receive the appropriate trophies (if available).


Trophies must be returned suitably engraved in time for the next season’s tournaments.  A fine equal to the greater of £100 or the cost of replacement will be levied on the offending club if they do not comply.

5.3
The anticipated scoring system is as follows:
5.3.1
Teams shall be awarded 3 points for a win, 1 point for a draw, 0 points for a loss.


5.3.2
In the event of equality of points at the end of the tournament the winner shall be determined by consideration of each of the following in order:


5.3.2.1

goal difference

5.3.2.2

highest number of goals ‘for’

5.3.2.3

result of the game between the teams concerned

5.3.2.4

penalty stroke competition.   [see Appendix 1]

6
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR [TD]

6.1
Tournament Directors shall be appointed by the ERHA Indoor Working Group and they are empowered to apply the regulations of the Tournament at their discretion and their ruling on any matter shall be final.  TDs shall be empowered to suspend any player for one or more matches for misconduct on or off the field of play during the tournament.

6.2
Should there be a need for a protest to be made, it shall be made by the Team Manager or Captain in writing to the TD within 10 minutes of the termination of the match. The TD should communicate the decision on such a protest to both teams involved within one hour of receipt of such a protest.

7
MATCHDAY ADMINISTRATION

7.1
All matches shall be played on dates set by the ERHA Indoor Working Group.

7.1.1 
Length of matches and half-time shall be determined by the ERHA Indoor Working Group.  

7.2
All matches must start and finish at the advertised time.  

7.3
If one team is ready to start but the other is not, the umpire concerned shall blow the whistle for the game to start and the match shall be awarded to the team which is ready to begin (subject to 7.2).

7.4
A team must have a minimum of 4 players on the pitch at the start of the game for the match to commence.

7.5
First named teams must provide a sufficient quantity of good quality hockey balls which must be of the same type and colour and suitable for the surface on which the match is to be played.

7.6
It is the responsibility of the TD to ensure that pitch facilities, including markings, goals and goal nets are satisfactory.  

7.7
The venue must provide a bench for each team and a table for the TD and official(s) to be placed outside the pitch.  Substitutes and officials on the teamsheet must remain in those areas and no other persons are allowed on the team bench.

7.8
A team shall be entitled to nominate up to 14 players in its squad for the duration of the tournament.  Not less than 30 minutes before the start of a club’s first match a completed teamsheet must be handed to the TD listing a maximum of 14 players who will be eligible to play in that weekend tournament.  They must confirm their teamsheet, listing no more than 12 players for each match and only those listed may sit on the team bench.  Each team must have a Manager on the team bench throughout the team’s matches and 2 further officials are entitled to occupy the team bench.  No player named on the teamsheet for a match may act as Manager for that match.  Additionally a qualified Medical Doctor, whose name appears on the teamsheet, may sit on the team bench. The teamsheet must be signed by the Manager who in so signing will be deemed to vouch for and confirm that each player listed is eligible to play.  A player whose name appears on any teamsheet listing those players eligible to play in a match will be deemed to have played in that match.  

7.9
Any player sustaining an injury that bleeds or any player with an open wound must leave the pitch immediately to receive treatment and have the wound covered prior to returning.  Blood stained clothing must be replaced and equipment cleaned before re-entry to the field of play.

8
DRESS

8.1
Field players must wear uniform shirts and knee length socks

8.1.1
Women - field players shall wear uniform skirts

8.1.2
Men - field players shall wear uniform shorts

8.1.3
Any additional clothing (eg cycle shorts or long sleeved tee-shirts) must be of the same colour as the corresponding item of clothing shown on the teamsheet. 

8.2
All teams shall take alternative colour shirts and socks to a match and, if required by the TD, shall wear them.

8.3
Goalkeepers must wear shirts contrasting with those of both teams and must wear protective equipment as specified in the Rules of Indoor Hockey.  A team whose goalkeeper is not properly equipped shall forfeit the match.

8.4
Players shall wear on the back of their shirts the number allocated on the teamsheet.

8.5
All numbers shall be no less than 8" (20 cm) in height and shall contrast with the colour of the shirt.  Taped numbers may only be used in an emergency.

8.6
The Captain must be identifiable on the pitch by a band clearly displayed.

9
UMPIRES

9.1
Umpires shall be appointed by the East Region Hockey Umpires’ Association (ERHUA).

9.2
Should an umpire fail to fulfil an appointment the TD shall endeavour to find another umpire to enable the match to be played. Any replacement umpires must be an active indoor umpire.

9.3
No person shall umpire and play in the same gender of the ERHA Indoor League during the same season.

10
POSTPONEMENT OR ABANDONMENT

10.1
At any time prior to the commencement of a match, the decision on whether or not the pitch is fit for play shall be the responsibility of the appointed TD, but once a game has started, the decision on whether it should be abandoned rests with the umpires.

10.2
In the event of a match or the tournament in part or wholly having to be abandoned as a result of serious injury to a player, adverse weather conditions or the decision of the TD, the ERHA Indoor Working Group will decide on the action to be taken after receiving a report from the TD.  Such a decision may necessitate a replay of the match or the tournament in part or wholly, dependent on the circumstances at the time of the abandonment.

11
FAILURE TO HONOUR A FIXTURE OR FORFEITURE OF A GAME
If a team fails to honour a fixture or forfeits a game, it shall be deemed to have lost 0-5 and the opposing team shall be awarded 3 points and be deemed to have won the game 5-0. If a team fails to honour more than one fixture its playing record will be expunged. This is subject to any remission or further penalty (including a fine) which the ERHA Indoor Working Group may implement.

12 
FAILURE TO ATTEND THE TOURNAMENT
Should a team give notice to the Indoor Organiser that they are withdrawing less than 14 days before the date of their participation, this will result in the loss of their entry fee.

25 October 2011                                                            
TEAM MANAGERS’ BRIEFING NOTES

ERHA INDOOR TOURNAMENTS 2011/12
1 
A cheque for £250 should be made payable to the ERHA and sent to Brian Perks, 140 Westerfield Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP4 3AF, tel no 01473 211334, email perkshocky@aol.com by SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2011.  Team sheets with players’ names and team colours must be sent to Brian Perks (see 4.4 for details) TWO WEEKS BEFORE THEIR COMPETITION.  Team Managers must report to the TD a minimum of 30 minutes before their first match of the day.  They must confirm their teamsheet, listing no more than 12 players for each match and only those listed may sit on the team bench.
2
The first named team shall provide the match balls.

3
Team Managers are asked to study carefully the ERHA Indoor Tournament Regulations 2011/12.

4
Each team will have 2 sets of shirts, shorts/skirts and socks.  If there is a clash of colours, the second named team shall change.  Goalkeepers’ shirts shall be a different colour to the opposition and to their own team.

5
Only those named on the team sheet for the match may sit on the team bench (maximum 9 plus any medically qualified team doctor).  The Team Manager should sit at the end of the bench nearest the table.  All persons on the bench shall remain seated, but the Team Coach will normally be permitted to stand and walk BEHIND the bench to talk to his/her players (providing that this privilege is not abused).

6
The Team Captain and the Manager are responsible for the conduct of all persons on the bench.

7
At this hockey event all players must maintain a respectable appearance. Cycle shorts shall be of the same colour as the shorts/skirts under which they are worn and any long-sleeved tee-shirts must match the shirts under which they are worn.

8
In case of injury, no person shall be allowed to enter the pitch without the permission of the umpire.  Injured and/or bleeding players must leave the pitch for treatment. Umpires will be instructed to enforce the “no treatment on the pitch” rule. Depending on the time requirements of the day, umpires may be instructed not to stop time other than in the case of serious and/or head injury. 

9
Depending on the time requirements of the day, umpires may be instructed not to stop time for penalty strokes or other stoppages other than where absolutely required – at the umpires’ discretion. This is to allow the competition to run to time.

10
At the end of the match Team Managers are required to sign the Match Report Form without delay.  Please check it carefully as occasionally mistakes have been made.  Once you have signed the Report as correct, then it is too late to complain.  In the event that you wish to lodge a formal protest, you must indicate it on the Report when signing and you must then deliver the protest in writing within 10 minutes of the final whistle.  However, please note that a protest that relates exclusively to an umpire’s decision(s) will not result in the decision(s) being overturned/reversed.

11 Players who are temporarily suspended (minimum of 2 minutes) will sit on a chair closest to the Technical Table and their team.  During suspension the player is required to sit in silence.  The player shall not coach or encourage their team in the way that players on the bench are entitled.

12
The Hockey Code of Discipline applies (in respect of any red cards) throughout the competition.  The TD also has the power to suspend a player or team official for misconduct before, during or after a match.  Such a suspension is NOT a red card for the purposes of the Disciplinary Code, but will be reported to the ERHA to be considered as a Disrepute Offence.

Appendix 1

HOW TO CONDUCT A PENALTY STROKE COMPETITION                               



· 
The Tournament Director and the Umpires shall together choose the goal to be used and the Captains shall toss to decide which team shall take the first penalty stroke.
· 
Three different players from each of the teams, chosen from the players listed on the teamsheet, but excluding any player who has been permanently suspended from the game (Red Card), shall take a penalty stroke alternately against one and the same goalkeeper of the other team.  Only if that goalkeeper is, in the opinion of the Umpires, incapacitated through injury, or is suspended, shall a team be permitted to substitute the goalkeeper during the course of a particular series in the stroke competition.
· 
The team which has been awarded the higher number of goals shall be the winner.
· 
In the event of an equal number of goals having been awarded, another series of penalty strokes shall be taken under the above conditions and with the same three players (subject to any incapacitated player being replaced or a suspended goalkeeper being substituted) but on a sudden death basis, that is, the team having been awarded the most goals after an equal number of strokes have been taken shall be the winner.  The sequence in which the players take these strokes for their team need not be the same as in the previous series.  The team manager has freedom of choice at the time of each stroke as to which of the three nominated players will take the stroke although they must use all three nominated players per round. 
· 
The team which has taken the first penalty stroke of a series shall not take the first penalty stroke of the following series (if any). 
	PLEASE NOTE THAT UNLESS THE TIMING OF THE DAY ALLOWS IT, THE CLOCK WILL NOT BE STOPPED, EXCEPT UNDER VERY EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES (EG SERIOUS INJURY) BY THE TD. THEREFORE, THE ERHA INDOOR WORKING GROUP WOULD ADVISE ALL TEAMS THAT THE RULE REGARDING “TIME-OUTS” WILL NOT BE USED IN SENIOR EAST INDOOR COMPETITIONS FOR SEASON 2011/12.  THIS IS DUE TO ANY ADDITIONAL TIME NEEDED IN THE PROGRAMME AND THE EXTRA COSTS INVOLVED IN HIRING KELSEY KERRIDGE AND GREAT CORNARD.    
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